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//1,100

202 Source entity identifies and gathers
_L physical measurements for a plurality of
commercially available fishing reels

204 ’L Source entity designs and manufactures,
based on the measurement data, rod and
reel protection systems 100 matched to
each specific reel model/brand

206 ra Source entity offers rod and reel
protection system 100 for sale

FIG. 10
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FISHING ROD AND REEL PROTECTION
SYSTEMS

The present application is related to and claims priority
from prior provisional application Ser. No. 60/643,216, filed
Jan. 11, 2005, entitled “FISHING ROD AND REEL PRO-
TECTION SYSTEMS?”, the content of which is incorporated
herein by this reference and is not admitted to be prior art with
respect to the present invention by the mention in this cross-
reference section.

BACKGROUND

This invention relates to providing a system for improved
protection of fishing rods and reels.

There are a great variety of fishing rods available and each
rod has its own specific rod and reel arrangement. Fly-fishing
rods and reels have a unique arrangement as the fly-fishing
rod and reel is proportioned differently than other types of
fishing rods and reels. On a fly-fishing rod, the mounting for
the reel portion is located very near the end of the rod (since
a fly-fishing rod is typically gripped only slightly above the
reel) between the reel and the rod eyelets. On other commonly
used rods, such as spin-casing rods, the reel is mounted about
a third of the way up the rod (as the rod is gripped by the
handle portion below the reel) typically extending some dis-
tance beyond the reel.

Typically, fishing rods must be transported to and from the
point of use. During transportation, the rod and reel are sus-
ceptible to damage. Designing a system to limit the amount of
damage and unnecessary contact of the rod and reel with
potentially damaging elements during transport would
greatly benefit many fishing sportsmen.

OBIECTS AND FEATURES OF THE INVENTION

A primary object and feature of the present invention is to
provide a system to overcome the above-described problems.

It is a further object and feature of the present invention to
provide such a system related to the protective housing of at
least one fishing rod comprising at least one rod portion and at
least one attached reel portion, the at least one attached reel
portion comprising at least one spool portion and at least one
rod-mountable foot extending from the at least one spool
portion. It is a further object and feature of the present inven-
tion to provide such a system that separately compartmental-
izes the fishing rod and reel. It is another object and feature of
the present invention to provide such a system that isolates the
fishing reel from the protective housing by contacting essen-
tially only the rod-mounted foot of the reel. It is a further
object and feature of the present invention to provide such a
system that allows quick installation to, and removal of, the
fishing rod and reel from the protective housing. It is yet
another object and feature of the present invention to provide
such a system adapted to protectively house a fly-fishing rod
and reel.

A further primary object and feature of the present inven-
tion is to provide such a system that is efficient, inexpensive,
and handy. Other objects and features of this invention will
become apparent with reference to the following descrip-
tions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with a preferred embodiment hereof, this
invention provides a housing system, related to the protective
housing of at least one fishing rod having at least one rod
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portion and at least one attached reel portion, wherein the at
least one attached reel portion comprises at least one spool
portion and at least one rod-mountable foot extending from
the at least one spool portion, such system comprising:
encasement means for substantially encasing the at least one
fishing rod; wherein such encasement means comprises, first
compartment means for compartmentalizing the at least one
rod portion, second compartment means, having at least one
second opening, for compartmentalizing substantially all of
the at least one attached reel portion, passage means having at
least one first opening for allowing passage of the at least one
rod portion through only such first compartment means to a
position of substantial encasement within such first compart-
ment means, and continuous blocker means for continuously
blocking the removal of the at least one rod portion from such
first compartment means when any portion of the at least one
attached reel portion is compartmentalized within such sec-
ond compartment means.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a housing system, related to the pro-
tective housing of at least one fishing rod having at least one
rod portion and at least one attached reel portion, wherein the
at least one attached reel portion comprises at least one spool
portion and at least one rod-mountable foot extending from
the atleast one spool portion, such system comprising: at least
one encasement to substantially encase the at least one fishing
rod; wherein such at least one encasement comprises, at least
one first compartment adapted to compartmentalize the at
least one rod portion, at least one second compartment, hav-
ing at least one second opening, adapted to compartmentalize
substantially all of the at least one attached reel portion, at
least one passage having at least one first opening adapted to
allow passage of'the atleast one rod portion through only such
at least one first compartment to a position of substantial
encasement within such at least one first compartment, and at
least one continuous blocker adapted to continuously block
the removal of the at least one rod portion from such at least
one first compartment when any portion of the at least one
attached reel portion is compartmentalized within such at
least one second compartment.

Moreover, it provides such a housing system wherein such
at least one passage comprises at least one interstitial channel
adapted to provide at least one interstitial channel connecting
such at least one first compartment with such at least one
second compartment. Additionally, it provides such a housing
system wherein such at least one first opening comprises at
least one removable blocker adapted to removably block
access to or from such at least one first opening. Also, it
provides such a housing system wherein such at least one
passage comprises at least one guide structured and arranged
to guide the at least one reel portion to a position within such
at least one second compartment.

Inaddition, it provides such a housing system wherein such
at least one encasement comprises at least one support
adapted to support such at least one encasement from at least
one body-portion of a user. And, it provides such a housing
system wherein: such at least one encasement further com-
prises at least one removable cover adapted to substantially
removably cover such at least one second opening. Further, it
provides such a housing system wherein: such at least one
interstitial channel comprises at least one foot contact
adapted to contact essentially only the at least one rod-mount-
able foot of the at least one attached reel portion; and such at
least one foot contact comprises at least one fixed suspender
adapted to assist fixed suspension of the at least one spool
portion within such at least one second compartment.
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Even further, it provides such a housing system wherein
such at least one encasement further comprises: at least one
elongated tubular sleeve comprising, at least one first end, at
least one second end, and at least one tubular wall, having at
least one first longitudinal axis, wherein such at least one
elongated tubular sleeve defines such at least one first com-
partment; and at least one cylindrical sleeve comprising, at
least one cylindrical wall, having at least one second longi-
tudinal axis, wherein such at least one cylindrical sleeve
defines such at least one second compartment; wherein such
at least one elongated tubular sleeve and such at least one
cylindrical sleeve are conjoined; wherein such at least one
first end comprises such at least one opening; and wherein
both such at least one elongated tubular sleeve and such at
least one cylindrical sleeve comprises such at least one inter-
stitial channel. Moreover, it provides such a housing system
wherein such at least one encasement further comprises at
least one substantially rigid material.

Additionally, it provides such a housing system wherein
such at least one substantially rigid material comprises plas-
tic. Also, it provides such a housing system wherein such at
least one first longitudinal axis and such at least one second
longitudinal axis are essentially perpendicular. In addition, it
provides such a housing system wherein: such at least one
elongated tubular sleeve comprises an essentially “L”-shaped
slot aperture having at least one first slot portion and at least
one second slot portion; such at least one first slot portion
extends from such at least one first end, essentially parallel
with such at least one first longitudinal axis; and such at least
one second slot portion extends from such at least one first
slot portion, essentially parallel with such at least one second
longitudinal axis.

And, it provides such a housing system wherein such at
least one second slot portion comprises such at least one
interstitial channel. Further, it provides such a housing system
wherein: such at least one foot contact of such at least one
interstitial channel comprises at least one size-matcher
adapted to size-match such at least one foot contact to the at
least one rod-mountable foot of the at least one attached reel
portion. Even further, it provides such a housing system
wherein such at least one size-matcher comprises at least one
interstitial channel width.

Even further, it provides such a housing system wherein:
such at least one first compartment has an interior length of
about thirty inches; and such at least one first compartment
has an interior diameter of about one-and-one-half inches.
Even further, it provides such a housing system wherein: such
at least one second compartment has an interior length of
about two inches; such at least one second compartment has
an interior diameter of about three-and-one-half inches; such
atleast one interstitial channel is about centered adjacent such
at least one second longitudinal axis; and such at least one
second longitudinal axis is located about two-and-one-half
inches from such at least one first end.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a method related to the protective
housing of at least one fishing rod comprising at least one rod
portion and at least one attachable reel portion, the at least one
attachable reel portion comprising at least one spool portion
and at least one rod mountable foot extending from the at least
one spool portion, such method comprising the steps of:
identifying a commercially available plurality of the at least
one attachable reel portions; assembling measurement data
for each at least one rod-mountable foot of such commer-
cially available plurality; designing and manufacturing,
based on such measurement data, at least one rod and reel
protection system to protectively hold the at least one fishing
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rod attached to a specific one of such commercially available
plurality of the at least one attachable reel portions, such at
least one rod and reel protection system comprising, at least
one first compartment adapted to compartmentalize the at
least one rod portion, at least one second compartment
adapted to compartmentalize substantially all of the at least
one attachable reel portion, and at least one passage adapted
to allow passage of the at least one attachable reel portion, to
a position of substantial encasement within such at least one
second compartment, wherein such at least one passage com-
prises at least one selected passage size adapted match each
such at least one rod mountable foot of the commercially
available plurality of the at least one attachable reel portions,
and wherein such at least one selected size assists in isolating
the at least one spool portion from essentially all contact with
such at least one second compartment; and offering for sale
such atleast one rod and reel protection system. And it further
provides a method comprising the step of offering for sale
with such at least one rod and reel protection system at least
one fishing rod and fishing reel comprising the at least onerod
portion and the at least one attachable reel portion.

In accordance with a preferred embodiment hereof, this
invention provides each and every novel feature, element,
combination, step and/or method disclosed or suggested by
this provisional patent application.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of a rod and reel protection
system according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 shows perspective view of a typical fly-fishing reel
and partial perspective view of a fly-fishing rod.

FIG. 3 shows a sectional view, through a longitudinal sec-
tion of the rod and reel protection system protectively encas-
ing the typical fly-fishing reel and fly-fishing rod of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 shows a perspective view of the typical fly-fishing
reel and fly-fishing rod of FIG. 2 partially inserted into the rod
and reel protection system, according to a preferred step in the
method of using the present invention.

FIG. 5 shows a perspective view of the typical fly-fishing
reel and fly-fishing rod of FIG. 2 partially inserted into the rod
and reel protection system, according to a preferred step in the
method of using the present invention.

FIG. 6 shows perspective view of the typical fly-fishing
reel and fly-fishing rod of FIG. 5 protectively encased within
the rod and reel protection system, according to a preferred
step in the method of using the present invention.

FIG. 7 shows a side view of the rod and reel protection
system according to the embodiment of FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 shows a sectional view through the section 8-8 of
FIG. 7.

FIG. 9 shows a sectional view through the section 9-9 of
FIG. 7.

FIG. 10 shows a diagram illustrating a preferred method of
designing, manufacturing and selling the rod and reel protec-
tion system according to the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE BEST
MODES AND PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF
THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of rod and reel protection
system 100 according to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention. Preferably, rod and reel protection system
100 is adapted to protectively encase a fishing rod having an
attached reel during transportation. Most preferably, rod and















